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Introduction to the DRECP
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The Draft DRECP:

• A long-term adaptable plan

• Streamlines renewable energy project 
review and approval

• Conserves sensitive species

• Conserves other resources

• Conservation designations on BLM land
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22.5 million acres 
across 7 Counties: 
• Imperial
• Inyo
• Kern
• Los Angeles
• Riverside
• San Bernardino
• San Diego

Includes federal and 
non-federal lands

Introduction to the DRECP



Best Available Science for Landscape Planning

• Vegetation Mapping
– Map and classify natural communities consistently 

throughout the DRECP plan area to accurately assess 

potential impacts and conservation needs.

• Species Habitat Modeling
– Assess impacts and habitat 

conservation



Best Available Science for Landscape Planning

• Desert Tortoise Management Decision Support 

- Evaluate potential development 

focus area (DFA) impacts

- Evaluate Alternative non-acquisition 
Management Actions



Planning Process – Science Input

• Science has shaped the development of the DRECP

• Independent science input has occurred throughout

– DRECP Science Advisors Committee

– DRECP Science Advisors Panel

– Independent Science Review for Covered Species

– Species Modeling Forum

– Conservation Biology Institute
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A web-based mapping and analysis platform that enhances 
knowledge sharing by integrating science, mapping and people 

 Increase access

 Provide the means for integration

 Focus on usability

 Support collaboration





Biological Conservation Strategy
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Biological Conservation Strategy
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Essential Elements of the 
Biological Conservation Strategy:

– Biological Goals and Objectives 
(BGOs)

– Plan-wide Reserve Design 
Envelope

– Conservation and Management 
Actions (CMAs)

– Monitoring and Adaptive 
Management Program (MAMP)



DRECP Reserve Design Envelope
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FIGURE II.3-2

Preferred Alternative - Plan-wide Reserve Design Envelope

Draft DRECP and EIR/EIS
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Sources: ESRI (2014); CEC (2013); BLM (2013); CDFW (2013); USFWS (2013)

DRECP Plan-wide Reserve Design Envelope

Interagency Plan-wide Conservation Priority Area

     Existing Conservation

Legislatively and Legally Protected Areas

Military Expansion Mitigation Lands

     BLM Proposed Land Use Plan Amendment Designations

National Landscape Conservation System

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern

Wildlife Allocation

     Conservation Planning Areas

Conservation Planning Areas*

Other Lands

Impervious and Urban Built-up Land

Military

Open OHV Areas - Imperial Sand Dunes

Open OHV Areas

Johnson Valley OHV Shared Use Area

Tribal Lands

Solar Energy Zones

Proposed Feinstein Bill

Ecoregion Subareas

DRECP Plan Area Boundary

*The portion of the reserve design outside Existing Conservation Areas and BLM LUPA

Conservation Designations on private and non-BLM public lands from which reserve
areas will be assembled from willing sellers as compensation for Covered Activities.

August 2014



DRECP - Landscape Intactness Model



DRECP DFA Condition



DRECP Linkage and Connectivity 



DRECP Linkage Condition



Biological Resources
Impact by Alternative (Plan-wide)
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Biological Resources
Reserve Design by Alternative (Plan-wide)
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DRECP - Landscape Intactness Model



Landscape Intactness Comparison by Alternative 
Development Focus Area



Landscape Intactness Comparison by Alternative 
Reserve Design Envelope



Biological Resources
Impact by Alternative (Plan-wide)
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Biological Resources
Reserve Design by Alternative (Plan-wide)
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DRECP – Mitigation Decision Support
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Climate Change – Annual Precipitation
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Climate Change – Potential Vegetation (Dry Model)
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Climate Modeling - Physical Climate Refugia
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Monitoring and Adaptive Management
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For more information, 
visit: 
www.drecp.org 
drecp.databasin.org


