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• Private, land based company 
established in 1991

• 37 active mitigation and 
conservation bank in CA, WA, OR

• Over 50,000 acres permanently 
protected & managed

• Vertically integrated team of 
experts=full delivery approach 

Wildlands



What are banks?
• Banks: Large landscapes restored or preserved wetlands or species 

habitat established to compensate for permitted impacts

• Benefits of Banks:

• Well-sited, larger preserves

• Professional oversight- banker, 
agencies and land trust

• Clear rules, goals and objectives 
(BEI)

• Conservation is “in perpetuity”

• Management monies in place for 
long-term management

• Avoidance of temporal loss of 
habitat functions and values

• Meet regional conservation 
strategies and watershed objectives

• Certainty 



Banking in California

• Approx. 110 approved 
mitigation and conservation 
banks in California

• 24 pending banks

• Some districts and regional 
offices are more active than 
others 

• CDFW banking

• Visit USACE RIBITS website

• Other options: In-lieu fee 
programs, NCCP/HCP’s, PRM



Bank Approval & Compliance

• Approval Process 
with Agencies

• Working with Non-
profit Easement and 
Endowment Holders

• Contingencies



Wetland Mitigation Banks

• Consistency with the 2008 Compensatory 
Mitigation Rule

• Approval by a Mitigation Bank Review 
Team (IRT)

• Focus on creation or restoration of U.S. 
Army Corps jurisdictional area.  

• “No net loss” policy



Habitat Conservation Banks

• Approval by the USFWS 
and/or CDFW

• Consistency with individual 
species mitigation protocol 
and bank crediting 
methodology

• Focus on preservation, 
restoration , enhancement, 
and management of 
endangered species habitat



High Standards for Banks

• Legal protections

• Financial protections

• Biological protections

• Checks & Balances for 
Agencies



Legal and Administrative Documentation

• Mitigation Banking Instrument

• Conservation Easement

• Bank Closure Plan

• Performance Guarantees

• Endowment Fund

• Performance Monitoring

• Purchase and Sale Agreements 
signed by Agencies

• Credit transaction reporting



Development Plan

• Site preparation

• Specific site design

• Grading plans

• Construction 
specifications

• Plant palettes and 
planting techniques

• Water delivery and management

• Performance standards: Hydrological 
and Vegetative

• Maintenance and monitoring 
techniques

• Closure plan



Conservation Easements

• Essential requirement

• Demonstrate clean title on the land

• Update clean Phase I ESA

• Fee charged by easement holder

• Non-profit roles and responsibilities

• Agency approved templates



Monitoring

• Must be scientifically 
defensible and 
practical

• Some common 
methods Wildlands uses include:

• Hydrology & Vegetation

• Spotlighting

• Random samples from plots 
created using  a geographic 
information system

• Complete counts for small sites

• Species monitoring



Long Term Management and Endowments

• Approved by agencies

• Long Term Management 
funded by endowment

• Property Analysis Record 
(PAR) informs management 
funding

• Rate of return on endowment

• CPI adjustment

• For State approved banks 
must meet SB 1094 criteria 



Long Term Management

Long-term management 
plan:

• Funded by endowment 
account

• “In-perpetuity” monitoring
• Structure maintenance
• Vegetation management
• Animal control
• Trespass 
• Adaptive management



Contingencies



• Construction
• Local Permitting
• Offsite Conditions
• Drought
• Fire
• Flood 
• Market

Contingencies



Thank You! 

www.wildlandsinc.com


