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River Basin Planning 
Moving from a Vision to Realization 
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Vision of the 23rd Century 
(1966) 

Realization in the 21st Century 
(2014) 
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Themes of Major Economic Eras 
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California Water Policy Trends 
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California Water Action Plan 

Released: Jan. 2014 



1. Develop a comprehensive understanding 
of the entire system 

 

2. Plan and act, even without full knowledge 
 

3. Prioritize for current attention, and adopt 
a phased and iterative approach to achieve 
long-term goals 
 

4. Recognize that basin-planning is iterative 
and often chaotic 
 

5. Enable adaptation to changing circumstances 

 

River Basin Planning 10 Golden Rules 
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6. Develop relevant and consistent thematic 
plans 

 

7. Address issues at the appropriate scale by 
nesting local plans under the basin plan 

 

8. Engage stakeholders with a view to 
strengthening institutional relationships 

 

9. Focus on implementation of the basin plan 
throughout 

 

10. Select the planning approach and methods 
to suit the basin needs 

River Basin Planning 10 Golden Rules 
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A Different View of the Central Valley 

California’s Central Valley landscape is still predominately agricultural in character. 
Source: National Geographic Magazine, Oct. 2014: Used with permission. 
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Flood Management's Role in River Basin Planning 
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System Perspective 

Project Perspective 

How can we address 
sequencing and integration in 
our implementation? 
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Financing of Water Management Activities 

Source:  2012 PPIC Water and the California Economy Report 

Source:  2013 California Flood Future, Attachment I: Finance Strategies (CDWR) 

Average Annual Expenditures in Flood Management, 2000 - 2010 



Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast 
 Released May 2012 

 Coastal Louisiana 

 Developed near- and long-term lists of $50B worth of coastal restoration 
projects over next 50-years 

 Embraced a comprehensive approach to flood management and restoration 
by developing a diverse portfolio of project types 

Example 1: Louisiana’s Coast 
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Strategies to Improve System Management 
 

Tracking, Reporting of Investment Actions & Results 
 

Investment Approach 
 

Summary of Refinements and Areas of Alignment 
 

Setting Historical Context  
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Example 2: California’s Central Valley 

Note:  Outline for 2017 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan Update, 
 Chapter 5 is new for 2017 Update 



One Process, Many Activities 
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• Provides a comprehensive, long-term approach to 
improving riverine habitats and floodplains 

 
• Outlines how to improve ecosystems beyond 

mitigation and contribute to species recovery 
 

• Helps DWR and others plan, design and implement multi-benefit flood improvement 
actions 
 

• Designed to improve project delivery, reduce long-term costs, attract other sources of 
funding 

Conservation Strategy Overview 

 



Diversity of Implementation Activities 
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• Change is a constant, but it is difficult to recognize the onset of major changes 
 

• We are undergoing a transition from advocacy based implementation to planning based 
implementation 
 

• Land use and water management, particularly flood management, are connected 
 

• Implementation of water management improvements will always be through projects, but 
the focus of these projects is changing to be more comprehensive 
 

• Our collective goal is resource management 

Key Points 
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